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HERE'S ANOTH
ON THE GRASS

very once in a while I

come across a mishap that
makes me feel like I backed up
to a knee-high alligator grass
fire. In fact, I get so flustered
I’d like to take a 2x4 and re-
arrange the pilot’s brain cells
because he obviously failed to
self-align—but then, I ask my-
self when was the last mishap
that had a Whiskey Delta pilot
pulling on the pole, I can’t
think of one. Can you? So for
all you experienced jocks that
have the A forms filled out
from top to bottom (for you old
heads, it used to be the letter of
X’s), here’ “a nickel on the
grass.”

I guess the first thing I re-
member about going on a de-
ployment was the excitement.
Next was the preparation—
endless preparation. Check
this, check that. It’s sort of like
signing into your first oper-
ational flying squadron. You
remember it and the experi-
ences better than any squadron
you will ever be associated
with. It will always be the best
squadron as far as you're con-
cerned, that is, until you com-
mand your own. Then and only
then will it take second place.
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The reason you remember
your first deployment better
than any other is because it’s

December 1986








User
Typewritten Text
Here's another nickel on the grass

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text





Tac tips


User
Typewritten Text
Tac tips

User
Typewritten Text





Midair: it could happen to you
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cause of tactical fighter mishaps
is a loss of situational awareness
(SA). Either the pilot lost sight
of the aircraft he hit for one of
the reasons mentioned pre-
viously or he lost sight of the
mission objective at the time.
This lost SA often parallels a
violation of some flight stan-
dard. Not flying within the lim-
its established for the aircraft or
the maneuver and violations of
the rules of engagement (ROE)
are prime examples.

The ROE place a great deal of
emphasis on adherence to block
altitudes. But block altitudes
only provide separation of air-
craft during the ingress until
the actual visual engagement
begins. Most participants’ SA is
relatively high prior to the
merge because of radar and GCI
information about the opponents’
range, altitude and maneuvers.
However, the midair threat in-
creases significantly when a
turning visual fight starts and
new bandits, or even friendlies,
enter the arena. Blocks do abso-
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lutely no good then. That’s not
the place to be complacent. Get
your head out and clear your
flight path. Belly checks are tac-
tically sound as well as condu-
cive to survival in training.

One of the surest rules to live
by in air combat is to always do
the tactically sound thing. The
tactically sound move will also
be the safe move. What does it
take to do that? Common sense,
training, the experience to rec-
ognize the correct move and the
discipline to train like you want
to fight.

All too often analysis of a
midair unveils a situation where
at least one of the pilots refused
to swallow his pride or he let his
ego get the best of him. In so do-
ing, he failed to knock-it-off, call
“blind” or get clarification on a
radio transmission so he could
maneuver in time to avoid an
impending collision. The stan-
dard ROE contain a whole list of
reasons to knock off an engage-
ment. The “knock-it-off” rules
boil down to two essential cri-
teria: Situation awareness is lost
and/or a dangerous situation is
developing. If you are engaged
in a multi-bogey fight, and you
become confused and don’t have
a clue (lost your SA), then you
are creating a dangerous situa-
tion for yourself and the others
in the engagement with you. Do
you have the courage to knock
off the fight and set it up again?
Sure, you'll have some heat in
the debrief; but wouldn’t you
rather do that and learn some-

thing than have a midair. And
the next time you're in a scis-
sors and your airspeed begins to
get so slow that you're out of
maneuvering potential, will you
have the tactical sense to do
something other than continue?
One last element fits into the
midair equation. Trust. We
have all had the opportunity to
fly with outstanding flight lead-
ers and wingmen. But, no mat-
ter how good they are, the trust
we place in those with whom we
fly should never be absolute.
Our fellow aviators as a group
are skilled, aggressive and
highly competent fighter pilots;
they are also human beings. We
all make mistakes, errors or
misjudgments from time to time.
When you fly with someone,
maintain an edge of caution, a
check and balance on what you
are doing as a flight. There can,
of course, only be one leader in
the formation. But the one thing
worse than killing yourself be-
cause of a mistake is allowing
someone else to do it to you.
The point is—good flight dis-
cipline and adherence to ROE
are the cornerstones of midair
collision prevention. Add com-
mon sense, attention to the task
at hand, awareness of the haz-
ards and the courage to admit it
when you don’t have SA—now
you're ready to strap on that jet.
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CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS

SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS
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TAC'S TOP 5 thru OCT 1986

Ist AF 9th AF

12th AF
84 FITS TFW

318 FIS TAIRCW
49 FIS TFW
325 TTW TTW

27 FS5/5 "HS TFW

366 TFW
355 TTW
479 TTW

ANG

482 TFW
301 TFW
924 TFW
906 TFG
442 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUM. RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

USAFTAWC
28 AD
24 COMPW

110 TASG

177 FIG
114 TFG
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